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Wing Feathers Are Not Like Neck Feathers
by Laura Wine Paster
for flight you need 
a certain weight 
a certain shape 
you need stiffness 
you need oil 
to keep the rain 
from penetrating
for flight you need 
something to lift your 
muscles 
or an updraft 
or infusion of spirit
for flight you need 
to dream yourself 
slicing
through the wind
for flight you need 
to hurl yourself 
into emptiness 
despite your 
shivering heart
for flight you need 
to want the sky 
more fiercely 
than you want 
your cradling nest
42 W E S T V I E W
